
Hello, 
 
I am running for Kootenai County Commissioner - District 1 and I would like to introduce myself to you, 
and ask for your support. I was born in Kootenai County in Coeur d’Alene and grew up exploring all that 
our beautiful county has to offer. I am the grandson of former Representative Frank Henderson, whom 
many of you still remember, and as such was very fortunate to be raised with him as an influential shaping 
force in my life.  
 
My family has a deep history in the mining community in North Idaho - my father was working in the 
Silver Valley when I was born, and my maternal grandfather was one of the two survivors of the Sunshine 
mine fire, Tom Wilkinson. I grew up with North Idaho in my blood, and now I am being called to serve the 
very county that I lovingly call home and where my wife Abigail and I are raising our two kids, Heidi and 
Lincoln and our German shepherd Hanna. 
 
I have long been called to service, as a child I was a boy scout and later, after graduating from high school 
I enlisted in the United States Army as an Infantryman and served in Iraq (2005-2006) in direct combat 
with the enemy, later I served as the Chaplain for the American Legion in Post Falls; today I continue to 
serve as an EMS helicopter pilot providing vital, life saving, care to rural communities.  
 
Over the course of my lifetime my core values have been shaped by influential, moral, men such as my 
grandfather and the leaders I served under in the Army - and every day I strive to honor all of them by 
continuing a legacy of moral leadership. 
 
I believe that I am the best candidate for Kootenai County Commissioner because what we need most, 
now, is a fresh perspective, leadership, and energetic drive to serve. Though, in leaving my role as a Captain 
and lead pilot, being elected would mean taking a considerable pay-cut my family is prepared for this 
because we operate on a budget that is lean and able to survive a change such as this one. This model of 
responsible spending, intentional saving, and balanced books is a fiscally conservative model that will serve 
the county well as we step back from a daunting fiscal ledge brought about from rampant “yes” giving 
and an absence of leadership.  
 
I’ve launched and run high-tech businesses, and as an entrepreneur and business owner I’ve learned many 
lessons in management and operations that will also serve me well in the role of County 
Commissioner. 
 
We need bold, fresh, new leadership today, so that when tomorrow comes our county will be ready for 
whatever it brings with it. 
 

 

 
 

 
Nicholas A. Henderson 


